
ANNUAL  REPORT
2022  Ṿ 202 3



A WORD FROM OUR CHAIR

In the past year, our unwavering 
commitment to social inclusion has 
yielded remarkable results. We 
successfully cultivated a sense of 
community through events like Woodworking 
Mondays and Meat & Meet Wednesdays, which 
have now become integral parts of our 
calendar. 

This year, we have proudly implemented a 
constitutional change that focuses on a 
wider inclusiveness to anyone who is 
interested in joining our community. 

Our streamlined online voting system 
remains pivotal in facilitating new 
memberships. The ongoing refurbishments 
have elevated our facilities, 

contributing to an enriched experience 
for all and the enthusiasm and dedication 
of our members continue to fuel our 
progress. As an organization deeply 
committed to the well - being of our 
members, we have also intensified our 
focus on mental health support 
initiatives, enriching the nurturing 
environment we have always offered.

As we move forward, our vision is for the 
Perth Artifactory to not only sustain its 
growth but also deepen its roots within 
the community, reinforcing our position 
as the leading makerspace in the country.

- Beau Scott



SUPPORTING  THE
COMMUNITY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

The Perth Artifactory is open to the general public for 
events and workshops, groups, casual hackers, and 
makers.

Our volunteers are dedicated to providing and 
maintaining tools, workspaces, machines, and equipment 
that few people would otherwise have access to.

We are focused on providing a place where people of all 
backgrounds with an interest in technology or the arts 
can come together to work on projects, share ideas, and 
socialise .

OUR PURPOSE

Promote the creative use of technology

Establish, maintain ,  and equip a  shared work space  for our members

Provide work space , storage ,  and other resources for the creative and
artistic use of technology

Foster a  collaborative, inclusive, safe ,  and creative environment for
artistic and technological projects

Educate and train our members in skills relevant to our purpose

Organise educational, social ,  and cultural events to promote the
creative use of technology

Raise funds to support our purpose

Communicate and collaborate with others with similar objectives

The dominant purpose of the Association is to advance mental health and 
prevent or relieve social isolation.

The Association pursues this purpose by encouraging and facilitating 
=L?;NCP? OM? I@ N?=BHIFIAS ;N NB? !MMI=C;NCIHlM JBSMC=;F JL?GCM?Mr QB?L? 
the Association supports individuals to undertake activities, or work on 
projects, in the company of others.

The objects of the Association, which fulfil its purpose, are to:

A DIVERSE COMMUNITY

The Artifactory prides itself on welcoming people who 
find it difficult to engage with mainstream community 
services. We particularly pride ourselves on engaging  

Ʒ People of all ages, genders, and orientations
Ʒ Neurodiverse people
Ʒ People with disabilities



SPONSORSHIP
PROGRAMS

SPONSORED STUDENT MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM RESIDENT NOIZE ARTIST PROGRAM

This program is now four  years old and has supported more 
than 18 N?LNC;LS MNO>?HNM NB;N INB?LQCM? QIOF>HlN <? ;<F? 
to  access the space. From engineering to metal sculpting , 
the support of our student sponsors has allowed us to  
truly diversify the space.

The Artifactory provides  a rotating artist  residency, where the artist 
in residence gets free access to the  workshop as an associate member 
and with an opportunity to perform  at several monthly experimental 
music nights as part of NoizeMaschin!!

Over a  three to six month period the successful applicant receives:The Sponsored Membership Program provides:

ω

ω

24 hour access to the Artifactoryω

ω

3 months of membership and free/discounted entry to
workshops and events at the Artifactory
Support and training on the usage of Artifactory
equipment and resources

Support and training on the usage of Artifactory equipment and
resources

ω Free entry to Artifactory workshops and events
£ 3 performance slots of 10 minutes at NoizeMaschin!! Perth
£

£ One- on- one mentoring with experienced Artifactory
Access to the Artifactory Rehearsal Roommembers

The residency program is designed to assist with the creative 
development of original DIY projects and foster composer, musical, 
and artist engagement. Consecutive performance opportunities help 
artists to develop their craft in a supportive environment.

ɈBeing granted  a sponsored  membership  has allowed me to develop my

creative practice without  limitation.  The advice, assistance, and access to

resources has already helped me more  than working from  campus ever 

has. Everyone is kind and helpful  and a pleasure to spend time with. Thank 

you again for  allowing me this opportunity.ɉ

- Opie  Robinson,  sponsored  student



EVENTS &
WORKSHOPS



EVENTS &
WORKSHOPS

Events Host
Number 

Held

General Hacking Day Artifactory 52

Arduino U Artifactory 26

Talk Shop Wednesday Artifactory 26

Perth Hackers Open - Source Afternoons Perth  Open Source
Hackers & Perth Linux 

Users Group

12

Open Days Artifactory 12

Laser Maintenance Meetup Artifactory 9

Metal Monday Artifactory 26

Leathercraft Workshops Western  Leathercraft 10

Modular Synth DIY Workshops West  Australian Modular  
Synthesizers

6

Woodworking for Women Artifactory 11

Board Games Artifactory 6

Meet Your Maker Artifactory 1

Noizemaschin !! Artifactory 2

Financial
Year

Artifactory
Member Run

External
Party Run Total

2016  -  2017 126 33 159

2017  -  2018 135 56 191

2018  -  2019 190 72 262

2019    2020 181 45 226

2020  -  2021 171 28 199

2021  -  2022 149 34 183

2022  -  2023 171 28 199
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Our volunteers open our workshop to the public every 
3;NOL>;S NI mB;=En cQILE IHd ;HS JLID?=N CG;ACH;<F?r @LIG 
wood turning to electronics soldering!

These sessions are an ideal time for the public to come see 
and use our facilities, with lots of volunteers around to 
offer training, advice, or just have a good old fashioned 
chat.

GENERAL HACKING DAY
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The Artifactory continues to host the most popular public 
meetup for electronics enthusiasts in Perth!

m) Q;HN NI F?;LH ?F?=NLIHC=Mn CM IOL MCHAF? GIMN JIJOF;L 
enquiry from the public,

Arduino U remains a great event where people taking their 
first steps with electronics can meet, learn, and work on 
their projects with experienced, easy going experts.

ARDUINO U
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New this year is an event where women gather to work on 
woodworking projects, learn new skills, be trained in the 
use of tools and machinery and share ideas.

The group welcomes people with various levels of experience, 
including some using power tools for the very first time. 

The focus is on coming together to support each other to 
create things in a safe way and share our experiences.

ğÃ¶M¸ẏñ ğÃÃEğÃé©u¸g
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The space is alive   with the sounds of machining, welding, 
and grinding!

This year the Metal Monday group completed upgrading the 
metal lathe and started a new project to upgrade the CNC 
router.

METAL MONDAY
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Continuing on  13 years of tradition, Talk Shop Wednesday (or 
m-??N ¦ -?;Nn 7?>H?M>;Sd B;M <??H L?- invigorated as the 
must - attend social event on the Artifactory calendar!

This event brings the entire Artifactory community together. 
)NlM NIIFM >IQH @IL ;H ?P?HCHA I@ @II>r =IHP?LM;NCIH ;H> 
companionship.

TALK SHOP WEDNESDAY
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Some of our new members have aspirations  to become great 
G;E?LMr <ON NB?SlL? HIN KOCN? MOL? QB?L? NI MN;LNv

This new event is dedicated to bringing new makers into our 
community, matching them up with experienced volunteers to 
provide training and advice.

ñÿ!éÿ ¶!©u¸gṠ =Mgu¸¸Méẏñ E!ĥ

We have lots of projects to improve the workshop that are  
too big for any one person to handle.

This event brings groups of members together to tackle those 
projects in teams!

7B?NB?L CNlM ?L?=NCHA MB;>? M;CFM IL L?- arranging the space, 
everyone gets satisfaction in a job well done.

WORK ON THE WORKSHOP
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Hosted by WAMod: West Australian Modular Synthesizers and 
I@N?H EHIQH MCGJFS ;M mModSynth nr NBCM QILEMBIJ CM IH? I@ 
NB? !LNC@;=NILSlM GIMN JIJOF;L QILEMBIJMq %HNBOMC;MNM I@ 
;H;FIAO? meurorack n MNSF? MSHNB?MCM?LM G??N OJ ;H> <OCF> 
modules. These modules are wired together in a rack and a 
cacophony of sounds ensue!

DIY SYNTH WORKSHOPS

This workshop provides lessons in traditional and modern 
leathercrafting by Western Leathercraft. Attendees are 
taught to make their own leather accessories like wristbands 
using common leathercrafting tools. The classes provide the 
skills necessary to successfully manufacture your own 
creations!

LEATHER CRAFT WORKSHOP
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Our laser cutters are maintained by a dedicated group who 
meets regularly to attend to their needs! Experienced laser 
maintainers teach new hands how to clean, adjust, and 
recover from the inevitable mistakes that happen while using 
the lasers.

LASER MAINTENANCE MEETUP

Revived for 2023, these afternoon events are a low - key, 
social event for Artifactorians  to take a break from the 
workshop and enjoy a board game or two.

With a focus on exploring new games and friendly 
=IGJ?NCNCIHr ?P?LSIH?lM ; QCHH?Lv

BOARD GAMES
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Noizemaschin !! is a noise and experimental music concert 
held at the Perth Artifactory

Starting from its first concert in July 2011, Noizemaschin !! 
has recorded all performances and made them available via 
their account on YouTube, providing both an archive and 
degustation of the current Perth experimental music scene.

It is where our Resident Artists get to show and perform
their creations. 

NOIZEMASCHIN!!



ARTIFACTORY
OUT & ABOUT
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This year the Artifactory and the Curtin Robotics 
Club teamed up to run a soldering workshop at Curtin 
University.

Students new to electronics were grouped up with 
experienced volunteers, who guided them through the 
process of soldering and assembling a simple circuit 
board.

7?lL? HIQ QILECHA QCNB NB? #OLNCH 2I<INC=M #FO< NI 
make this a regular event, both at Curtin and the 
Artifactory. The goal is to bring together our 
electronics community so they can share their 
experience and learn in a safe and relaxed 
environment.

CURTIN ROBOTICS
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4B? #CNS I@ 3NCLFCHAlM H?Q?MN ;LN CHCNC;NCP? =IHH?=N?> NB? =IGGOHCNS 
with contemporary artists and their art practices.

!HNIH ,IL> CG;ACH?> NB? C>?; I@ m3GCF?Sn QCNB NB? B?FJ I@ BCM N??H;A? 
daughter - a playful piece centred on the idea of "what is a smile". 
The free - standing kinetic work featured a number of smiley pieces 
that rotated over time to create a smiley face. 

The Artifactory hosted a number of maker sessions where the community 
participated in building the artwork.

ARTIST IN SITU

Courtesy City of Stirling
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Team 4788 "Can't Control" is Curtin University's highschool FIRST 
robotics team. They compete at a national and international level, 
achieving great success year round .

The Artifactory sponsors these amazing students by providing access 
to tools and training to raise their manufacturing to the next level. 
A level that they couldn't achieve without support of the 
Artifactory.

FIRST ROBOTICS
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Space Club is an Artifactory initiative that is open to anyone who 
is interested in Space, space craft and space exploration.

We run community projects, pooling the talent of engineers, coders 
and enthusiasts to investigate space. We've launched our first High 
Altitude balloon in January 2023 and aim to launch our second this 
November.

Our ultimate goal is to get hardware into space.

SPACE CLUB



MEMBER
SHOWCASE



MEMBER
SHOWCASE

Artifactory members make some incredible things. Please 
take a look and be inspired to make your own creations! 
Always remember the Artifactory motto:

ɈDonɅt think, make!ɉ

Custom measuring tool case   Ben Connor

Industrial - strength cookie cutter   Lewis YipAcrylic inlays   Jethro Van Kins
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Woodworking, metalworking and epoxy resin combine to make 
practical, one - of - a- kind timepieces!

Tegan Murphy

CLOCKS
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Cutting edge technology combined with ancient methods! A 
wood block engraved with 21 st  century laser cutters was used 
to produce large format prints using 2 nd century block 
printing techniques.

Josh Walters

WOODBLOCK PRINTING

Laser - engraved negativeThe final print
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The auto - focuser uses software to focus a telescope based on 
the roundness of stars in the image. Combining software, 3D 
printing, and electronics, this enables photos that would be 
impossible if focusing by hand!

Iain Graham

TELESCOPE AUTO -FOCUSER

The Lagoon Nebula   taken with narrowband filters through a 
[n .?QNIHC;H N?F?M=IJ?


